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‘ : ABSTRACT A . .
Guti 1 I amel Joseph, AcquiringNosth of the Border Culture Through the Teaching/
Lé_a_z g Pri cess m Spanish-Speaking Adults Along the South Texas-Mexico Border,
Doc  of E« ncation (Ed. D.), Educatio.nal Leadership, May, 2004, 130 pp., 1 tab)g,
refer e, .( 6 tit)es.
The ; urpose of this qﬁalitativ;s study was to investigate the ways in which a
seco. :ultu ¢ is being communicated to Spanish-speaking adult second language
Icart  enrc lled in selected English language acquisition programs along the South
Te'zxa viexi 0 border. This study focuscd on adult populations in nced of receiving
instr onit the English language and in the north of the border American culture in
soutt 1 Texas.
Che 1 :search questions explored in this study sought to define rdorth of the border
cullh s pe ceived by adult students; to determinc if the language programs are
prep: g the students culturally; and to investigate how the American culture is being
comr  icate d to adult students,
he n ethodology used required that administrators, professors and students be
intery  sed 2 1d recorded, and that the recordings be transcribed. The transcriptions were
color lcd a:cording to the researcher’s synesthesia color system. The thrce main
theme  1at s rfaced from the data were communicating culture, education and
econc 8 w1 h their varying sub-tk;emes.
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Hi storically, our educational institutions have “Americanized” immigrants, not

g int » consideration the rich background that immigrants bring from their home

¢1___re an 1 language. Today’s Latinos are not giving up their language and customs as

ous i nmigrants did in order to bICAd 100 ThE AMETICHT CuTtre; rowever, if they
to st cvive andrsu;:ceed economically in this country, they must leamn to function
istic: lly in thf: American culture,

Tt ¢ study revealed that many of the decisions to better the immigrant’s life
ve a1 >und the family and the family’s needs. Language institutions must work with
mnili s to improve learning conditions and help prepare immigrants in English and
scth of the border American culture. Language institutions must design and develop
jican culture focused programs. This would give adult language learners a |

latio | on which to build their target language and culture.




