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UTPA Staff Senate
July 16, 2009 Meeting 
Ralph Schilling Room 2.120 – 2nd Floor Library 2:30 p.m.
Minutes

I.	Call to Order – 2:40 p.m.
· Roll Call
· Quorum – 15 Senators Present
· Introduction of all Staff Senators  
II.	Approval of Minutes – Minutes were approved via email. 
III.	Review of Senate Orientation Packets – Contents
· Welcome letter from the Interim President- Charles A. Sorber 
· Roles and Responsibilities of a Staff Senator
· Staff Senate Strategic Plan 
· Staff Senate Goals 
· Staff  Senate Values 
· Goals for 2009-2010 
· Senators’ Contact List
IV.	Election of Officers
Outcome of Staff Senate Elections – date 7/16/2009
· Chair - Mary Lou Cano, Admin. Assist II – University Advancement 
· Vice Chair - Patty Espinoza – Admin. Assoc. – College of Health Sciences
· Secretary - Yvonne Galan – Admin. Assoc. – College of Business Administration
· Parliamentarian – Bryan Smith – Administrative Associate - Office of the President


V.	Committee Reports & Assignments 
· Elections & Nominations - Committee members are- Mary Barrera, Yvonne Galan, Arlene Gorena, Arturo Ramos, Tina Rivera, Maria G. Rodriguez, Araceli Tobin.
· Communications/Special Events - Committee members are - Celeste Cavazos, Patty Espinoza, LuAnn Gernentz, Maria Teresa Jaramillo; Tina Rivera, Bryan Smith, Mary Ybarra.
· These two Standing Committees need to meet and vote for a Chair and a Secretary before next month’s meeting. 
· Email will be sent out to Senators that were absent from today’s meeting for them to chose the Committee they will be serving on.
· Employee Advisory Council – 
Bryan Smith will serve as the alternate to Jaime Miranda on this Council 
Patty Espinoza will serve as the alternate for Arturo Ramos on this Council
· Cost of Education Committee- 
Representatives are Maria Teresa Jaramillo and Patty Espinoza, Alternate 
· Parking & Traffic – 
Representatives are Joe Angulo and Carolyn Hannah
· List of Committees that Staff Senate Chair is required to attend:
· President’s Council/1x Month
· Handbook Operational Procedures(HOP)/1x Month
· Campus Facilities Planning Council/1x Month
· Environmental Awareness Committee/Meets as needed
· Information Technology Planning Council/ 1x Month
· Business Affairs/1x Month
· Civic Engagement Group/Meets as needed

VI.	Website Manager Appointment
· A new website manager needs to be appointed – Executive Committee will review




VII.	New Business
· Chair asked all Senators to submit a digital photo for the website if they do not have a photo they need to schedule a photo session with Michael Sandoval.
· Chair asked the Senate to consider revising the HOP Section: 7.10.1 Constitution of the Staff Senate of the University of Texas-Pan American.  The Constitution was originally approved in January of 1995 and last amended in September1995.  A motion was made by Arlene Gorena - to review and revise the HOP 7.10.1/Constitution of the Staff Senate of the University of Texas-Pan American.  Bryan Smith seconded the motion and the Staff Senate voted to authorize the Executive Committee to revise the Constitution. 
· Year-End Reports are still due from the Special Issues Committee.  This item was not completed due to the Chair of the Committee being on maternity leave.
· Concerns log – Constituents may submit concerns via email. Log is monitored by the Chair of the Staff Senate.
· Request Meeting Date Change - The Chair requested to change the date for the August Staff Senate meeting to the third Thursday of August, instead of the second Thursday.   August 20, 2009 was unanimously accepted for the next Staff Senate meeting.  This change only applies to the August 09 meeting.  A vote was taken to determine whether to hold the meeting at 10:00 a.m. or 2:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m. received more votes.
· Art Ramos will look into the issue of probes email testing.   Chair will also look into it. 
· Suggestion was made to advertise meetings through email notices to Staff.

VIII.  Announcements 
· Executive Committee – will meet July 22nd.   
· Next meeting Staff Senate meeting will be held in the Ralph Schilling room of UL 2.120 on August 20, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.
· Motion to Adjourn- By Maria G. Rodriquez.  Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
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