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Alternative Breaks Program

Students With A Purpose
Application Packet
Application Check List

Make sure you have competed the following upon applying. 

· Complete Alternative Breaks aplication
· Email, mail, fax or dropp off application
· Schedule interview
Once selected as a participant, be certain to:

· Complete participant agreement
· Pay program fee before deadline (fees vary depending on program)
· Have proper documentation for break
Email completed applications to Annel Zamarrón at vazamarron@utpa.edu. You may also print and drop off or mail applications to: Community Service Connection


1201 W. University Dr., UC 320 C


Edinburg, TX 78539

Return completed application to the Community Service Connection Office: UC 320 C.

For more information, contact the CSC at (956) 318-5375. 

What is an Alternative Breaks Program?

An alternative breaks program places teams of college students in communities to engage in community service and experiential learning during their school breaks. The objectives of an alternative break program are to involve college students in community-based service projects and to give students opportunities to learn about the problems faced by members of communities with whom they otherwise may have had little or no direct contact. Being completely immersed into diverse environments enables participants to experience, discuss, and understand social issues in a significant way. The intensity of the experience increases the likelihood that participants will transfer the lessons learned on-site back to their own communities even after the alternative break ends. 

What is the SWAP Program? 

Students With A Purpose (SWAP) is a component of the Alt Breaks that not only provides students with the opportunity of helping in and learning from their local community, but also allows students to form a service network with students from a different college or university.  SWAP consists of two major alternative breaks, one done in the spring and the other done either in the summer or winter.  During the first break, students from a partner college or university visit UTPA and partake in service project(s) and opportunities for experiential learning in the Rio Grande Valley community.  The ‘SWAP’, or exchange, occurs during the second break when the partner institution then becomes the host and provides a service learning experience in their local community for our UTPA students as well as theirs.   The opportunity for students to experience social issues in local and distant communities will help them become more aware of social issues affecting this country in hopes that they grow as active life-long members of their communities.
Goals of the Alternative Breaks Program:
1. To gain firsthand knowledge on the growing issues affecting the local and distant community.

2. To provide a broad look at social issues in local and distant communities.

3. To increase the leadership and citizenship skills in each student. 

4. To network with students from different universities sharing the same concern and willingness to work towards the social issues affecting our communities.
5. To take the knowledge gained in the local communities and use it to address issues in other commuinties, and visa versa. 
6. To provide an opportunity to students that will result in a growth as individuals.
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Students With A Purpose
Alternative Spring Break Application

Please PRINT or TYPE

Name: 









SID#: 







Last



First 

Address: 


















Street Address





City, State, Zip

Cell Phone:






Home: 






Birth Date: 

    /

  /

 
T-Shirt Size: 



Classification: 
[
] FR
[
] SO
[
] JR
[
] SR
[
] Staff/Faculty
Current Cummulative GPA: 



Major: 






If facutly or staff, indicate department/college: 









Primary Email: 













Emergency Contact(s): 

Full Name: 














Phone #: 





Relationship: 




 
Full Name: 














Phone #: 





Relationship: 




 
Which trip are you interested in attending? 1. 



 
2. 




Optional: Race/Ethnicity (Used for statistical & recording purpose): 






Do you require any special accomodations?

[
] Dietary needs (i.e. vegetarian, vegan): 









[
] Medical needs or special accommodations: 









[
] Allergies:














[
] Other:














Have you participated in any other Alternative Breaks? 
[
] Yes

[
] No
If yes, which one(s)? 













Please answer the following questions.  (You may attach additional pages if necesssary.)
1. Please tell us about yourself (e.g. hobbies, past volunteer experiences, special trainings & skills). 
2. List any extracurricular activities (e.g. Clubs, student organizations, sports):
3. What is your definition of “volunteering”?
4. How do you think the Alt Break expereince will change your outlook on your community?

5. What do you expect to gain from this service program?
6. Describe a time when your views changed after interacting with the population you were serving.
By marking this box I indicate that I have carefully read and understood the above information and certify that I have answered all questions truthfully and to the best of my knowledge.  Date: 
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