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OFFICE
The University of Texas — Pan American
Department of Modern Languages and Literature
1201 West University Drive
Edinburg, Texas 78539
(956) 381-3441

CURRENT APPOINTMENT

Assisant Professor, tenure-track, Latin American Studies, Department of Modern Languages and
Literature, University of Texas — Pan American (September 2006 — present)

EDUCATION

Doctorate of Philosophy, Folklore, December 2004
Indiana University, Graduate School, Bloomington, Indiana

Master of Arts, Latin American and Caribbean Studies, December 1998
Indiana University, Graduate School, Bloomington, Indiana

Bachelor of Arts, History, August 1995
University of Pennsylvania, College of Arts and Sciences, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

DISSERTATION

“Sharing festimonios: Narrative Practices, Christian Faiths and the Formation of Transnational mexicano
Commumnities™ (John McDowell, Director)

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Lecturer, Department of History and Philosophy, University of Texas — Pan American, Edinburg, Texas
(full-time, August 2005 — May 2006)

Lecturer, Department of Behavioral Sciences, University of Texas at Brownsville, Brownsville, Texas
(full-time, August 2004 — May 2005)

Instructor, Department of Behavioral Sciences, University of Texas at Brownsville, Brownsville, Texas
(January 2004 — July 2004)

Visiting Professor, Departamento de Estudios Humanisticos, Instituto Tecnoldgico y de Estudios
Superiores de Monterrey (ITESM), Monterrey, Mexico (full-time, January 2003 — May 2003)

Associate Instructor, Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies, Indiana University,



July 2007
Bloomington (March — May 2002)

Assistant Director and Outreach Coordinator, Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies,
Indiana University, Bloomington (full-time, August 2000 — November 2001)

Associate Instructor, Department of Folklore and Ethnomusicology, Indiana University, Bloomington
(August — December 2001)

Graduate Assistant, Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies, Indiana University,
Bloomington (August 1996 — May 2000)

Instructor, English as a Second Language, Centro Venezolano Americano, Caracas, Venezuela
(January 1996 — July 1996)

PUBLICATIONS

“Testimonies and the Expansion of Women’s Roles in a Transnational Mexican Parish.” In
Language and Religious Identity: Women in Discourse, ed. Allyson Jule. Palgrave Macmillan,
2007.

(with Ménica Diaz) “Mexico.” In Women's Folklore and Folklife: An Encylopedia of Beliefs,
Customs, Tales, Music, and Art, eds. Liz Locke and Theresa A. Vaughan. Wesport, CT:
Greenwood, forthcoming 2008.

PUBLICATIONS UNDER REVIEW

No Longer Strangers: Mexican Immigrants, Catholic Ministries, and the Promise of Citizenship with
Indiana University Press (Polis Center Series on Religion and Urban Culture).

PUBLICATIONS IN PROGRESS

“Neoliberal Governance, Delinquent Youth and the Making of Faith-Based Organizations in
Mexico™ for Bridging the Gaps: Faith-Based Organizations in the Americas, eds. Julie Adkins,
Tara Hefferan, and Laurie Occhipinti.

“Sharing Testimonies and the Formation of Mexican Catholic Communities” for the Journal of
Contemporary Religion.

CONFERENCE PAPERS

“The Institutionalization of Faith-Based Substance Abuse Treatment in Mexico™
Annual Meetings of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Tampa, Florida, March 2007

“Neoliberal Governance and the Growth of Evangelical Ministries”
Joseph Vélez Latin American Studies Conference, Baylor University, Waco, Texas, February 2007






