
 
 

 

 

The University of Texas – Pan American 

College of Education 

How to Contact Us 
Office of the Dean 

Dean: Dr. Salvador Hector Ochoa 

  Associate Dean: Dr. Jaime Curts 

(956) 381-3627 

EDCC 3.102 

College of Education webpage: 

http://www.utpa.edu/colleges/coe 
 

Academic Departments 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction 

Acting Chair: Dr. Jaime Curts 

381-3401, 381-3402 

EDCC 2.510 

http://www.utpa.edu/dept/curr_ins/ 

Department of Educational Leadership 

Chair: Dr. Velma Menchaca 

292-2997, 381-3436 

EDCC 1.514 

http://portal.utpa.edu/utpa_main/daa_home/ 

edu_home/lead_home 

Project LEAD 

Director: Dr. Miguel De Los Santos, 

Dr. Francisco Guajardo, 292-7473 

EDCC 1.514 

Department of Educational Psychology 

Interim Chair: Dr. Stephanie J. Brickman 

381-3466, 381-7026 

EDCC 1.510 

http://www.panam.edu/dept/educpsych 

Department of Health and Kinesiology 

Interim Chair: Dr. Paul Villas 

381-3501 

HPE I, 1.110 

http://portal.utpa.edu/utpa_main/daa_home/ 

edu_home/edu_heak_home/ 

 

Webpages provide program and degree 

information, faculty information and 

program development news. 
 

 

Doctoral Program 
Director: Dr. Anita Pankake 

316-7173, EDCC 3.240 

http://www.panam.edu/programs/eldp 
 
 

ETRC/Educational Technology  
Resource Center 

Director: Dr. Martha Yanes 

381-3449, EDCC 3.230 

http://etrc.panam.edu 

 

 

 

 
Office of Teacher Certification and 

Admission Services 
General Information, Admissions, TExES Exam 

Pre-Registration and Teacher Certification 

http://www.utpa.edu/colleges/coe/studentservices 

Main: 381-3420      Fax: 381-2636      

EDCC 1.302 

Director: Sandra Peña 

Certification Evaluator: Vacant 

381-3485 

Admission Coordinator: Norma Rodriguez 

381-3484, nirodriguez@utpa.edu 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

TExES Exam Advisement & Eligibility 

TExES Coordinator: Mary Gonzales 

   381-2427, 381-3437 

 gonzalesmr@utpa.edu    EDCC 2.216 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

Academic Advisement 

JR/SR Faculty Advisors:  

EC-4, EC-6, Middle School, High School & All 

Level:  EDCC 2.510 

SPED: EDCC 1.510 

Health & Kinesiology: HPE1 1.110 

Sophomore Academic Advisors: 

SOPH Last name A-K: Veronica Garza 

  Professional Guidance Counselor, 318-5257 

vagarza1@utpa.edu   EDCC 2.520 

SOPH Last name L-Z: Jeannette Vasquez 

  Professional Guidance Counselor, 292-7475 

vasquezj@utpa.edu    EDCC 2.524 

Freshman Academic Advisors: 
Check TSI status at 956/381-2529 

TSI Clear: Katherine Hoerth, Academic Career 

Advisor 316-7120, kghoerth@utpa.edu 

TSI Affected: Alicia Espinoza, Academic 

Advisor, 381-2529, aeb3d7@utpa.edu 
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Office of Field Experiences 
Undergraduate Program Fieldwork, Student 

Teaching Internship, Post Baccalaureate and 

Concurrent Internship II 

Director: Dr. Criselda Garcia 

381-3407, EDCC 1.506 
 

Graduate Teacher Education 
Certification Program (GTEC) 

Dr. Jaime Curts 

jbcurts@utpa.edu 

http://www.utpa.edu/colleges/coe/gtec/ 
 

Starr County Upper-Level Center 
Director: Dr. Alma Perez 
STC Starr County campus 
142 N Farm Rd 3167 
Rio Grande City, TX 

(956) 488-0085 
 

UTPA Testing Center 
THEA, QUICK THEA, ACCUPLACER, CLEP 

UTPA Annex 

2412 Closner Blvd., Rm. 180  

(956) 292-7584, 292-7585 

http://www.utpa.edu/dept/testing 
 

UTPA Office of Admissions 
Admissions & Transfer Coursework Evaluations 

VC 1.124 

381-2999, 381-2203 
 

UTPA Office of the Registrar 
381-2481, SSB 1.150 
 

UTPA Financial Services Office 
381-2501, SSB 1.192 
 

Office of Services for Persons 

with Disabilities 
316-7005, ESRH 1.101 

 

Projects and Initiatives 
 

AVID/Advancement Via Individual 

Determination 

Director: Dr. Karen Watt 

316-7071, EDCC 2.504 
 

STAP/South Texas Advantage Project 

Director: Ms. Irasema Gonzalez 

381-2471, EDCC 1.402 

CRC/Curriculum Resource Center 
Open Computer Labs, Copies, Supplies,  

Instructional Resources 381-2427, 381-2271 

EDCC 2.216 
 

Undergraduate Student Organizations 
 

Bilingual Education Student Organization 

(BESO) 

Contact: Dr. Jennifer Joy Esquierdo 

381-3605, esquierdo@utpa.edu 
 

Health and Kinesiology Club 

Contact: Mr. Marcelo Schmidt 

381-3501, schmidtm@panam.edu 
 

Kappa Delta Pi Honor Society 

Contact: Dr. Veronica Estrada 

381-2431, vlestradaa@utpa.edu 
 

PREPA/Professional Responsible Educator Pre-

Service Association 

Contact: Dr. Michael Whitacre 

380-8767, mwhitacre@utpa.edu 
 

SCEC/Student Council for Exceptional Children 

Contact: Ms. Julie Pecina 

292-7352, pecinaj@panam.edu 
 

UTCARES/United Together Caring Adults 

Reaching Early Childhood Students 

Contact: Ms. Irasema Gonzalez  

292-7224, gonzalezi@panam.edu 

Contact: Dr. Isela Almaguer 

381-3630, almagueri@utpa.edu 
 

 
 

Current university news and announcements  

for students, faculty and staff: 

http://broncnotes.utpa.edu 
 

UTPA Homepage: http://www.utpa.edu 

ASSIST Registration: http://www.assist.panam.edu 

UTPA Switchboard: 381-2011 
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